U.S. Department of Agriculture NRCS-LTP-31
Natural Resources Conservation Service 01/2010
12/2009

Agreement Number:
(NRCS Use)

AGREEMENT FOR THE PURCHASE OF
CONSERVATION EASEMENT

THIS AGREEMENT is made by and between (“Landowner”),
and the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, by and through the Secretary of Agriculture (“United
States”), on behalf of the Commodity Credit Corporation (“CCC”). Landowner and the United
States are collectively referred to as “the Parties.” The Natural Resources Conservation Service
(“NRCS”) is the administering agency on behalf of the United States.

For and in consideration of Dollars ($ ) payable by
’ itcd States a conservation
ing terms and

easement on lands and interests, (“Property’) in accordangg wit
conditions:

I. Purpose.
Landowner agrees that by signing this Agreeme

maintenance of the Property for the durati ent in accordance with the
Warranty Easement Deed, appended her i
restoring and protecting the wetland functi ues of their properties through the
development of a Wetlands Rese ations (“WRPO”) by NRCS.

Il. Property Descripti

The Property is compr acres, more or less, and is more fully depicted or described
in Exhibit 2, appended hereto.

TOGETHER, with an associated right-of-way, water uses, water rights, minerals, oil, gas, and
geothermal resources depicted on Exhibit 3, appended hereto.

I11. Purchase Price.

The purchase price is based on the value of the Property per acre multiplied by the number of
acres. The Parties agree to adjust the purchase price to conform to the final acreage as
determined by a survey procured by NRCS, unless otherwise mutually agreed to by the Parties.
Any adjustment of purchase price or acreage will be incorporated in the Warranty Easement
Deed, and by its execution, at closing, shall constitute the Parties’ agreement to the adjustment.

NRCS will make a single payment unless Landowner requests annual installment
payments. After the first installment payment, subsequent installment payments will be made in



the month of October. Payment will be made by the United States using Electronic Fund
Transfers (EFT).

IV. Terms of Easement.

Landowner agrees to convey the conservation easement using the Warranty Easement Deed
provided by NRCS. The period of the WRP conservation easement is: (Landowner choose a
term and initial below)

|:| in perpetuity.

D for a term of 30 years.

V. Restoration Rights of the United States.

th. S Will have the right to
ement Deed. The
ectly to the Landowner or
, as determined by NRCS.
all survive the execution and
recordation of the Warranty Easement Deed to feC uant to this Agreement.

A. By signing this Agreement, the Landowner a
implement the WRPO on the Property upon execution of th
Landowner authorizes NRCS to provide cost share assistai

ill not cost=Share more than 75 percent of the
total restoration cost; therefore, the Lan choose the method through which NRCS
will provide restoration cost-share agsi
NRCS will withhold an amount eg
from the easement pay in, Ord

with the WRPO. (Lan

percent of the projected restoration cost-share
pout the restoration on the Property in accordance
od and initial below)

|:| Landowner or Partner Agreement

VI. Risk of Loss & Liabilities.

A. The risk of loss or damage to the Property occurring prior to the vesting of
satisfactory title in the United States shall be borne by the Landowner. In the event of such loss
or damage, NRCS may, at its discretion and without liability, withdraw from the transaction and
terminate the Agreement.

B. In the event of loss or damage to the Property, the Parties may mutually agree to
adjust the purchase price and proceed with the transaction based upon an acceptable WRP
valuation methodology.

VII. Title.



A. The United States shall, at its cost, secure evidence of title satisfactory to the Attorney
General of the United States, 40 USC 3111.

B. Prior to closing, the title to the Property shall be approved by the Department of
Agriculture, Office of the General Counsel, in conformity with the title standards and regulations
of the Attorney General of the United States.

C. Prior to closing, any encumbrance, exception or other cloud on title including
encroachments shall be eliminated and quieted, unless deemed administratively acceptable by
NRCS pursuant to instructions given by the Office of the General Counsel.

D. Landowner represents and warrants that Landowner has: full right, power, and
authority to convey; that there is no condemnation or similar proceedings affecting any part of
the Property and no proceedings shall be pending on the Closing Date; and that Landowner is not
subject to any commitment, obligation, or agreement, including b i
first refusal or option to purchase, granted to a third party gwhic
Landowner from completing the sale of the Property as co

E. Landowner agrees to pay at closing any tax
the Property.

or delinquent owing against

VIII. Closing.

A. NRCS has months (n
NRCS official executes this Agreemeg
4

mutually agree to extend this Agre
pany or closing agent and pay all normal costs of

12 months) from the date the designated
e conservation easement unless the Parties
its expiration.

B. NRCS will cta closi
closing.

IX. Conveyance Instruments.

A. Landowner shall execute and deliver at closing a Warranty Easement Deed conveying
a conservation easement on the Property to the United States of America.

B. Landowner shall deliver, without cost to the United States, any other documents that
may be required to convey good and merchantable title, including trust instruments, powers of

attorney, corporate resolutions, and similar instruments.

C. The deed or deeds of conveyance shall be prepared by NRCS in consultation with the
Office of the General Counsel.

X. General Provisions.



A. Landowner agrees that officers and authorized agents of the United States shall have
at all reasonable times the right to enter upon the Property for any purpose related to purchasing
the conservation easement, including inspection of the Property and the resources upon them,
restoration planning, survey, and other due diligence work related to real property acquisition.

B. Landowner agrees not to do or authorize others to do any act by which the value or
title to the Property may be diminished or encumbered, or the Property devalued, including the
extraction of resources or materials (for example, oil, gas, minerals, timber), the manipulation of
topography, or the release of hazardous materials or substances.

C. Except for reasons beyond the control of the Landowner, as determined by NRCS, if
the Landowner fails to convey the easement, the Landowner will be in default and shall pay the
United States the amount of costs incurred by the United States for survey and all other actions
taken in furtherance of this Agreement.

D. NRCS may, at its discretion and without liability, te
time due to the lack of availability of funds, inability to c i
hazardous substance contamination, or other reason.

ais Agreement at any
ge land, risk of

E. The Parties agree that this Agreement shall
that Landowner may, assign this Agreement to Purc ation Easement to a qualified
intermediary if he /she elects to conduct a like-ki 1 accordance with Internal
Revenue Code Section 1031. As part of the likg-ki hange, the subject property will be

purchase agreement, assignment, and clo§ifig i tions. The United States makes no
assurances that this transaction will i ind exchange in accordance with Internal
Revenue Code Section 1031. Furt agree that no Member of Delegate to Congress
or Resident Commissione ny share or part of this Agreement.

epresentations made by Landowner shall survive this
Agreement.

G. Irrespective of a olations by the Landowner of the terms of the conservation
easement, the conservation easement survives and runs with the land for its duration.

H. If NRCS requires a closing or escrow agent to perfect this transaction, the Landowner
hereby agrees that the payment may be disbursed into an escrow account administered by the
closing company, escrow agent or authorized person selected by NRCS for completion of the
transaction between NRCS and the Landowner.

Landowner has hereunto signed on this Day of , 20
Landowner(s):




The Secretary of the Department of Agriculture, acting and through his/her authorized
representative has executed this Contract on behalf of the United States of America on this
Day of ,20 .

Funds are authorized by Budget and Finance.

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

BY:

State Budget Officer Date

NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENT

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discriminati® all its program and
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disabili ; s
marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexu i
political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or a part of an indivi

gome is derived from any
rams.) Persons with

disabilities who require alternative means for commd of program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USD , enter at (1202) 720-2600 (voice
and TDD). To file a complaint of discriminati USDA, Director, Office of Civil
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., i .CR20250-9410 or call (800) 705-3272

(voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USD

The above statements
Furnishing this info

Department of Justice, or o tate or Federal Law enforcement agencies, or in response to
orders of a court, magistrate, or administrative tribunal.



	Text1: 
	Text2: 
	Text3: 
	Text4: 
	Text5: 
	Text6: 
	Check Box7: Off
	Text8: 
	Check Box9: Off
	Text10: 
	Check Box11: Off
	Text12: 
	Check Box13: Off
	Text14: 
	Text15: 
	Text16: 
	Text17: 
	Text18: 
	Text19: 
	Text20: 
	Text23: 
	Text22: 
	Text21: 
	Text24: 
	Text25: 


